
In August of 2018, torrential rainstorms dumped up to 12” of rain in areas of
southwest Wisconsin, causing over 200 million dollars in damage to homes and
public infrastructure. Two years later, many communities are still trying to
recover.

This September, a WisCorps Disaster Recovery Crew spent seven weeks in
Vernon and Monroe counties assisting with long-term recovery efforts from this
devastating flood.  In the especially hard-hit village of Coon Valley, the crew
worked to put the finishing touches on the community ball field, which had
remained unused since the flood of 2018.  Here, flood waters from the nearby
Coon Creek reached the second story of the announcer’s booth, over 12 feet deep,
destroying the concession stand, outfield fencing, and leaving a thick layer of
silt/clay “flood mud” behind. The WisCorps crew shoveled the two-year old mud
out of the park bathrooms and outbuildings, pulled destroyed carpeting out of
the announcer’s booth, and pressure washed buildings, bleachers, and tables.
Once the last remnants of the flood mud had been removed, crew put a fresh
layer of paint on the bathrooms, picnic tables, bleachers, and benches. For Crew
Leader Amber Bydynkowski, this was one of the most heartwarming projects
taken on by the crew, saying “You can tell how much effect on the community
this project has had and how much it has livened their spirits”. Community
members worked with the crew as they repaired the outfield fence and removed
the last remaining flood debris – making the field once again ready for hometown
baseball games.

Thanks to the Disaster Recovery Crew – Amber Bydynkowski, Carly Morris, Kyle
Salek-Nyhus, and Ben Olson for your service in helping our local communities
recover and to Serve Wisconsin for funding support for this crew through the
AmeriCorps program.
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The Environmental Education Department at WisCorps
has had a great fall! Nature School Day Camps have
been so well received that we have decided to continue
them in November and December. These programs are
designed to get children safely out of the house and
away from screens and into a social setting where they
learn about nature as well as related topics to help
promote growth in early childhood. Nature School Day
Camps are designed for 4-6 year olds, focusing on
early childhood topics like learning about the basics of
science, and practicing early skills like counting,
colors, art, the alphabet and other topics related to
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math) Join us for programs such as Plants, Patterns,
and Poetry or Wild About Water.

The EE Department is also working on expanding our
future virtual learning opportunities so we can better
help teachers with reinforcing the science curriculum
through meaningful education experiences. Our EE
team has been working with La Crosse School District
teachers to create short, robust learning videos for
students in grades 4 and 5 about wetlands, wayfinding
and citizen science. Below is Livi, an EE team member,
filming a video about movement and stewardship of
the marsh.  We hope to continue the
EnviroWednesdays series at Myrick Park and Nature
Saturdays at WisCorps soon. Despite the pandemic, our
EE team is committed to connecting folks of all ages
and abilities to the wonderful outdoor world.

Spots for the Nature School Day Camp are limited so
sign up fast!

On November 7th, the WisCorps Roving Crew wrapped
up their season. Led by Jared Bathen and Jess Bedtka,
the crew has completed projects across the state for
the past 8 weeks. The Roving Crew traveled and
worked in Merrill, Spring Green, Mineral Point, and in
the Manitowoc and Ozaukee counties. Their projects
included building boardwalks, trails, planting trees,
and removing invasive species. 

In Council Grounds State Park, the crew constructed
300 feet of boardwalk which enhanced a trail built by
the previous the WisCorps Roving Crew in 2019. The
crew also worked with Driftless Area Land
Conservancy to build two sections of the future
Driftless Trail, a 50-mile loop that connects Tower
Hill, Governor Dodge, and Blue Mounds State Parks.
On the east coast of Wisconsin, the crew worked in
parks in Ozaukee county and the city of Manitowoc,
building boardwalks, planting trees, and removing
invasive species. 

When the crew wasn’t traveling or working, they
enjoyed hiking, visiting farmer’s markets, and
spending time in nature. On their weekends off, the
crew visited various state natural areas, parks, and
county parks. One weekend the crew camped at
Peninsula State Park and experienced the natural
wonders of Door County. The Crew Leaders were
Jared Bathen, Jessica Bedtka, with crew members,
Abigail Carus, Nick Moen, Eldon Speer (WisCorps 
alum ’17), and Jordan McKinney.
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Recognizing that many different people, holding
different identities, have importance and relevance in
the environmental field has never been a more
significant topic than now. The Environmental
Education team at WisCorps has been working on
highlighting these voices by creating weekly Facebook
posts on the Environmental Education with WisCorps
group  and monthly bulletin boards hung up inside the
Myrick Park Nature Center. This month the team
chose to highlight Wyn Wiley, better known as Pattie
Gonia, “the first backpacking queen."

Wiley is a strong advocate for protecting the
environment, and helping everyone to safely enjoy the
outdoors. As a kid involved in the Boy Scouts, Wiley
felt such a strong connection to nature that he became
an Eagle Scout. Over the years in the Scouting
program, he felt accepted enough to publicly share
that he was gay. Although generally accepted by his
peers, there were plenty of negative responses.  After
graduating from college, Wiley continued to enjoy the
outdoors taking many hiking, backpacking, and skiing
trips with his brother. In 2018, he tried drag for the
first time. This opened the door for Wiley to explore
his newfound love for the empowering world of drag
and mix it with his existing love for nature. From this
Pattie Gonia was born. Pattie was an instant hit,
quickly gaining followers on social media. For the past
two years, Pattie has been inspiring many through
back-country hikes in high heels. Although an
inspiration to many, she was met with plenty of
criticism in person and online. Pattie admits that there
are many stumbles with high heels on in the outdoors,
but that isn't the point. What matters most is the
feeling of having a voice and being represented.  When
everyone can be equally represented and have a voice,
is when we are most empowered to do what's right for
everyone. Pattie is an important figure for many as she
is that voice.  She works to engage people in
conversations about how everybody belongs outdoors. 

Check out Pattie Gonia’s inspiring video made by REI
Everything to Lose on YouTube!

"The only way forward, if we are going to
improve the quality of the environment, is to get

everybody involved."
 - Richard Rogers
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We are holding the first online Nature Works Auction
to Benefit WisCorps on December 2 through
December 6. Proceeds from the auction will support
the conservation projects carried out by WisCorps'
conservation crews and the Environmental
Education programs that are provided to children and
adults. Like many other local nonprofits, WisCorps
suffered a loss of revenue this year due to Covid-19
and we are hoping to raise $7,500 from this auction to
help offset some of this loss. Auction items will include
plants, artwork, house decor, gardening supplies, and
many other items with a nature-based theme.
Individuals will be able to place their bids online and
see what other individuals are bidding to generate
excitement and a little bit of "good-natured"
competition too!

Nature Works
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https://wiscorps-inc.networkforgood.com/projects/59513-support-wiscorps
https://www.facebook.com/groups/251434105994254
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_A2bweGHTY&ab_channel=REI

